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T H E  H F  K I D S  I N S T I T U T E 
is an all-day summer camp that fosters growth and builds lasting relationships for children entering 
the first through eight grades. During the course of the camp session, students in the primary 
grades are provided with an enrichment curriculum that features both Common Core and STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) themes. Students will have a wide selection of elec-
tives and core activities designed to provide a robust camp experience. The program also features 
a schedule of diverse and age appropriate field trips, from water parks and local museums to 
exciting travels abroad.
Homewood Flossmoor Community High School serves as the home for the HF Kids Institute. The 
beautiful campus features high-tech learning facilities as well as state of the art training facilities 
for afternoon sports programming. The campus is located at 999 Kedzie Ave in Flossmoor, Illinois.

ULTIMATE CAMP EXPERIENCE 2017
WIZ KIDS

CONTENTS

K E E P I N G  S T E M  E D U CAT I O N  I N  T H E  F O R E F R O N T
( S C I E N C E  T E C H N O L O G Y  E N G I N E E R I N G  M AT H )
“Capturing students’ interests in STEM content at an earlier age is a proactive approach that can 
ensure students are on track through middle and high school to complete the needed coursework 
for adequate preparation to enter STEM degree programs at institutions of higher learning” 
Source: Dejarnette, America’s Children: Providing Early Exposure to STEM Initiatives 2012
STEM job creation over the next 10 years will outpace non-STEM jobs significantly,  
growing 17 percent, as compared to 9.8 percent for non-stem positions. 
Source: US Department of Commerce, 2011A B O U T  W I Z  K I D S 

Since 2009, Wiz Kids has had a mission to create environments that give 
young people an opportunity to have life-impacting experiences both athlet-
ically and academically. Our highest priority is creating programming that is 
safe, enriching, fun and interactive. Below are just a few of the reasons that 
reinforce our commitment to achieving excellence in youth programming.  

C O M B AT I N G  S U M M E R  L E A R N I N G  L O S S

According to the National Summer Learning Association at Johns Hopkins University,  
all young people experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational  
activities during the summer.

AC C E L E R AT I N G  ACA D E M I C  AC H I E V E M E N T

“...the level of academic achievement that students attain by eighth grade has a larger  
impact on their college and career readiness by the time they graduate from high school 
than anything that happens academically in high school.”  
ACT, 2008 study The Forgotten Middle

P R O M O T I N G  YO U T H  F I T N E S S

A 2007 study at Ohio State University found that children who do not participate  
in extracurricular activities are most susceptible to weight gain during the summer months.  
Source: Johns Hopkins University’s National Summer Learning Association
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This camp experience is designed to meet  
the needs of a diverse population of emerging  
first and second grade students.  
ACADEMICS: The Bright Stars’ curriculum  
allows children the opportunity to continue  
building a strong foundation of knowledge  
necessary to excel in today’s academic  
environment and also gain exposure to  
enrichment learning in concentrated  
subject areas. Each day students  
participate in a three and a half hour  
academic session. The first part of the summer will  
emphasize Common Core elementary standards in the subject areas of  
language arts, math and science, and will serve as a jump start and preview  
for the upcoming school year. Students will also partake in the following  
STEM curriculum themes: 
1ST GRADE STEM THEME: Awesome Explosions & Collisions 
2ND GRADE STEM THEME: Designing Sailing Ships

This camp experience is designed  
especially for a diverse population  
of emerging third and fourth grade  
students. 
ACADEMICS: Monday through  
Thursday, children participate in a  
three and a half hour academic session  
designed to provide children with balanced  
exposure to the Common Core elementary  
standards and thematic-based learning.  
The following STEM curriculum themes  
will be explored during the latter part  
of the summer session: 
3RD GRADE STEM THEME:  
Grossology

4TH GRADE STEM THEME: 
Introduction to Robotics

STEM AND COMMON CORE CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT  
ETIQUETTE LESSONS 
CHOICE OF A SESSION LONG ELECTIVE: 
• Art • Music • Lego Builders • Drama 
PRIMARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Basketball • Taekwondo • Tennis 
SECONDARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Soccer • Tumbling • Track & Field 
FIELD TRIPS AND ON-CAMPUS EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES

P RO G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S P RO G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

STEM AND COMMON CORE CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT  
ETIQUETTE LESSONS 
CHOICE OF A SESSION LONG ELECTIVE: 
• Art • Computer Science • Introduction to Music •Drama 
PRIMARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Basketball • Tennis • Taekwondo • Track & Field 
SECONDARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Golf • Modern Dance (4th grade only) • Soccer • Tumbling  
FIELD TRIPS AND ON-CAMPUS EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES

H F  K I D S  I N S T I T U T E

BRIGHT STARS CAMP FUTURE STARS CAMP
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This camp experience is designed for emerging fifth and sixth grade students. 
ACADEMICS: The STEM curriculum is thematic, allowing for a greater span 
of learning across multiple disciplines. Twice a week, academic enrichment will 
include advanced curriculum in International Studies and Entrepreneurship. 
5TH GRADE STEM THEMES:  
Electricity, Leonardo da Vinci’s Engineering, Introduction to Robotics 
6TH GRADE STEM THEMES:  
2D Design Architecture & Lasers, Brain Surgery, Introduction to Robotics

THEME-BASED STEM ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
CHOICE OF SESSION LONG ELECTIVE: 
• Drama • Computer Science • Public Broadcasting • Photography 
PRIMARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Basketball • Modern Dance • Volleyball • Track & Field • High Performance Tennis 
SECONDARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Golf • Soccer • Taekwondo • Tennis 
ETIQUETTE LESSONS 
FIELD TRIPS AND ON-CAMPUS EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES

P RO G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

THEME-BASED STEM ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
CHOICE OF SESSION LONG ELECTIVE: 
• Drama • Computer Science • Culinary Arts • Public Broadcasting • Photography 
PRIMARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Basketball • Modern Dance • Volleyball • Track & Field  
• High Performance Tennis  
SECONDARY CORE ACTIVITY OPTIONS: 
• Golf • Soccer • Taekwondo • Culinary Arts • Tennis  
ETIQUETTE LESSONS 
FIELD TRIPS AND ON-CAMPUS EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES 
CONSTITUTION WAY (7th Grade Trip)  
OH CANADA (8th Grade Trip)

This camp experience is designed to meet  
the needs of a diverse population of emerging  
seventh and eight grade students who are  
preparing for the greater demands of high school. 
ACADEMICS: The STEM curriculum is thematic,  
allowing for a greater span of learning across  
multiple disciplines. Twice a week, academic  
enrichment will include advanced curriculum in  
International Studies and Entrepreneurship. 
7TH GRADE STEM THEMES:  
Robotics, Forensic Science, Rocket Science 
8TH GRADE STEM THEMES:  
Hybrid Vehicles, Science of Magic Tricks, Robotics

H F  K I D S  I N S T I T U T E

P RO G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

HIGH PERFORMANCE CAMP LEADERSHIP CAMP
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LEADERSHIP CAMPSPECIAL
TOURS

What better way to engage rising 7th grade students who  
will soon take the U.S. Constitution exam than a trip to  
Philadelphia and Washington D.C.?  Over a 4-day period,  
the Wiz Kids will visit many of our nation’s magnificent national 
landmarks including: the National Constitution Center,  
Constitution Hall, Capitol Hill, the King Memorial.

To enhance the experience, students will be given supporting 
curriculum during their language arts segment to complement 
what promises to be an enriching and fun experience.  
DATES: AUGUST 1–4

The 8th grade Wiz Kids will venture north of the border for a trip 
designed to offer students an expanded view of the world.  
 
This country’s rich traditions will be explored in the cities of 
Montreal and Toronto. Several of the landmarks that will be 
explored over this 4-day tour include: the Olympic Park, Châ-
teau Ramezay, Niagara Falls, Canal de Lachine, St. Lawrence 
Market and CN Tower. In preparation for this trip, this group will 
learn about Canadian history, culture and customs, and a basic 
introduction to the French language.   
DATES: AUGUST 1–4
***Camp enrollment during the week of July 31st-August 4th  
is only available to 7th & 8th graders attending the special tours

O H , CA N A DA ! ! !

C O N S T I T U T I O N  WAY
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ART

INTRO TO MUSIC

This elective allows your son or daughter to 
unleash their creativity through movement, 
improvisation, singing and dancing. The 
program covers acting, speech, singing, 
improv, role-playing, scene study, dramatic 
movement, snippets, scene starters,  
comedy, stage craft, dancing, choreography, 
music, rehearsals and more.

ELECTIVES
&ADDITIONAL

PROGRAMMING
PHOTOGRAPHY
INTRO TO MUSIC

DRAMAART
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
COMPUTER SCIENCE

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PUBLIC BROADCASTING

CULINARY ARTS

LEGO BUILDERS
ETIQUETTE LESSONS

The goal of this class is to 
provide students with a  
fundamental understanding 
of music principles including 
music theory, ear training, and 
composition, and to  find and 
value their own voice through 
music composition.

This elective provides campers 
with a wonderful introduction to 
several forms of visual art. Each 
day brings a new project that 
may include drawing, painting, 
printmaking, or sculpture.

DRAMA
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International language and culture will come to life 
through hands-on projects, stories, songs, games 
and outdoor fun, as students examine the  
Arts, Business Affairs, Cuisine, Sports and  
Recreation of several countries around the globe.

Have you dreamed about being a TV news anchor 
or play by play sportscaster? During this elective, 
students are trained in the fundamental principles, 
techniques, and craft of broadcast journalism. This 
is accomplished through a combination of lecture, 
demonstration, in-class hands-on production, and 
the students’ own work.  Each student produces two 
projects, and will get an introduction to the areas of 
field reporting, interviewing, production, audio and 
video recording, and editing.

INTERNATIONAL  
STUDIES

COMPUTER SCIENCE

PUBLIC BROADCASTING

The HF campus technology center will be 
the home of our Computer Science program  
designed to provide children with a close 
look at how computers can be used effec-
tively to enhance their daily lives.  Activities 
will vary based on grade level and include 
creating presentations and basic websites, 
as well as coding.

This segment is designed to help fuel 
each child’s passion for spending 
time in the kitchen. Our chef will teach 
classic cooking skills to make healthy 
and tasty dishes.

Campers will take a hands-on role 
in the planning and preparation of 
delicious gourmet family meals.  
The knowledge and experience  
gained while working with the culinary 
arts staff will provide children with  
the skills and confidence necessary  
to prepare wonderful meals for  
their family. (Now also offered  
as a Core Activity)

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

CULINARY ARTS

Students learn how to realize business 
ideas or the passion in their hearts for 
business. Students will envision a new 
product or business idea and work in 
teams to develop marketing, compet-
itive,  financial and operational plans. 
At the end of the session, students 
pitch their idea to a group of  
“investors” who challenge them on 
their concept and plan. Students  
will  finish the program with stronger  
business,  financial literacy, critical 
thinking and communication skills.
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SPECIAL DAYS

FIELD TRIPSAND ON  
CAMPUS  
EXPLORATION

On most Fridays, we will take the campers on a variety 
of field trip adventures designed to provide them with 
fun, enriching, entertaining and diverse experiences.  
Activities are selected based on the age and range 
from curriculum inspired trips like Blackberry farms 
and Sci-Tech Museum to high energy escapades to 
Joliet Splash Station and Sport Zone Park for Laser Tag.  
Occasionally, we will even bring to the campus external 
programs that are uniquely customized for our groups, 
like culinary expeditions or mock-court trial simulations.

Throughout the summer, we occasionally have  
activities that alter the typical schedules.  
There will be camp competitions, career days,  
movie presentations, performances,  
and tournaments. Camp attendees will also  
have the opportunity to participate in change  
of pace sporting games, and cultural art projects.  
This year we will also merge the Awards Banquet  
and Family Day to create a Family Festival that  
will take place on Sunday July 30th.

Health consciousness is an important theme for Wiz Kids programs.  
As such, we exclusively provide the freshest organic and natural foods to camp  
participants during morning and afternoon snack times.

NUTRITION

ETIQUETTE LESSONS

LEGO BUILDERS  
AND MORE TO MATH

This program is designed to help children become 
more self-confident and courteous.   
Topics are grade level specific and include:  
Making a great first and lasting impression,  
body language, manners outside the home,  
digital diplomacy, social engagement and  
table manners.

Using an interactive white board and Legos, Wiz Kids will master  
Math skills by modeling, repeating and getting immediate  
reinforcement. Problem solving, comprehension, collaboration,  
communication and technology are emphasized throughout  
this elective. The Lego More to Math program takes abstract concepts and makes them  
concrete, making it easier for children to understand. Children will begin to confidently think, 
write and speak about math. They will learn to take chances, solve problems and be able to 
model what they have learned, in an environment where abstract concepts become tangible.

This elective will focus on digital 
imaging. Class time in this program 
will be spent shooting and conducting 
associated lab activities including 
various technical demonstrations by 
the instructor, followed by working on 
images using the techniques  
demonstrated.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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CORE ACTIVITY
PROGRAMMING OPTIONS

Enrollment limits for core programs vary. Options are available on a first come, first serve basis.

n addition to a skills sharpening academic program, all day 
campers and Camp University participants will participate in 
core activity programming. The options are diverse and have 
been structured to accommodate a wide range of ages and 
skill levels. All programs are coed and place a heavy emphasis 
on long term skills development.I

BASKETBALL
TUMBLING

TENNISGOLF
TRACK & FIELD

VOLLEYBALL
TAEKWONDO
MODERN DANCE

Our coaches focus on improving a child’s game while  
nurturing enjoyment of the sport and teaching important  
life skills that the child can use off the courts. Through  
individual drills and team competition, each camper has an  
opportunity to enhance his or her overall basketball skills.

The advanced and high school divisions are specifically 
designed for players who have been exposed to  
competitive and team basketball. While fundamentals  
are emphasized during warm-ups, the majority of the  
time is spent scrimmaging and playing games.  
Each team is given a camp offense and defense  
and their coach works on those concepts. Games and teams are modified to assure  
that each player is working to develop as a complete player. A strong emphasis is  
placed on TEAMWORK and making each other better.  All campers will have an  
opportunity to play against outside competition during the course of the camp session. 

VOLLEYBALL
The camp provides junior athletes entering the  
5th through 11th grades with a positive environment to 
train, learn and compete. Practices, games, professional 
training, and tournaments are carefully designed to 
advance the development of athletic skills and strategy 
of the game, while instilling discipline, teamwork,  
sportsmanship and integrity. Athletes will develop the 
physical and mental skills necessary for competitive  
volleyball. All skills are covered in exciting and  
challenging drills as well as game-like situations  
and 6v6 play. 

BASKETBALL
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GOLF

MODERN DANCE

The summer program focuses on full swing, short 
game, course management, physical fitness, and 
fundamentals that will last a lifetime. We teach the 
game from the green back to the tee philosophy, 
spending a bit of time on the scoring shots; those 
inside of 100 yards. The camp will be divided into 
two groups, Novice and Advanced. The Novice 
group focuses on the basics of golf, safety, etiquette, scoring through fun games, 
drills, contests, and some on course play. The Advanced group is comprised  
of intermediate to experienced junior golfers who will focus on golf fitness,  
instruction, short game refinement, tournament preparation and course play.

The modern dance program will be divided into 
two sections divided (beginner and intermediate).  
Decisions regarding skill level will be based on  
a pre-camp assessment for proper placement.  
Daily training sessions include a rigorous,  
thoughtful curriculum of the following: 
• Historical background of modern dance 
•  Education on dance wellness  
and proper body mechanics

•  Instruction in various  
modern dance techniques

• Developing improvisation skills 
•  Instruction on performance  
skills and choreography

Instructors will also cultivate  
choreography to be showcased to the public. Additional performance  
opportunities will be available to students who excel during the camp. 

This core activity focuses on the fundamentals of body  
positioning, stride, proper stretching, and cool-down  
techniques are all covered in this unique program.  
Through the multiple disciplines of sprinting, hurdles,  
jumps, throws, and pole vault, campers learn about  
speed and power development, running and field event  
mechanics, warm-up routines, plyometrics, medicine  
ball drills, gymnastic training for pole vault, and more! 
Participants will put it all together at the end of the  
camp season in a Wiz Kids track meet! 

TRACK & FIELD

Taekwondo is designed to implement all aspects of a  
healthy body. This includes, strength training, cardio  
workouts, proper breathing, mental focus and self  
discipline. On top of that kids will learn self defense  
techniques, how to become bully proof and how to deal  
with strangers. Under the instruction of Master Kim,  
campers are assured a full body and mind experience.  

For beginners, the camp offers a fun introduction to Tae Kwon Do, as well as a 
chance to meet new friends and enjoy learning new things, yet, have lots of fun. It 
gives students a chance to learn about martial arts and help decide if they want to 
pursue it further and as well as do activities that are extremely fun and enjoyable 
similar to other camps. For continuing students, the camp provides an opportunity 
to advance in their skills and techniques and prepare for promotion. As always, we 
give red and black belts an opportunity to progress by providing a special workout 
class for these ranks, in which they can increase their fitness and endurance as well 
as learn advanced material and techniques. All levels have fun learning and playing 
together in a safe, supportive atmosphere. 

TAEKWONDO



SWIMMING AND OTHER  
WIZ KIDS SPECIALTY  
PROGRAMMING OPENS  
IN MARCH 2017

REGISTRATION FOR
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TENNIS

PERFORMANCE
HIGHTENNIS

We believe the sport of tennis offers cultural and  
athletic enrichment, fosters discipline, teamwork,  
and friendship in a supportive and competitive  
environment. The emphasis will be on having fun,  
learning the roles of the sport, stroke production  
fundamentals and tournament preparation. Campers will learn the correct me-
chanics, proper court position and movement, and strategies for future on-court 
growth. The basic rules and techniques will be reinforced daily through team-ori-
ented games, coordination exercises and singles point play. Our summer tennis 
camp staff is led by certified USPTA professionals, who possess the experience 
necessary to help your junior excel to the next level. 

This program is for juniors with tournament level experience committed to high intensity 
training, including private lessons. The program focuses on stroke development, strate-
gies, and fitness, along with weekly match-play. In addition to a rigorous tennis  
regimen designed to build your child’s skills, the camp will feature competition against 
some of the area’s best players. As a part of the program campers will receive a United 
States Tennis  Association junior membership and participate in two junior tournaments. 

Our program is designed to teach the fundamentals  
of the game in a fun and challenging atmosphere.  
Sessions will focus primarily on the technical aspects  
of soccer including but not limited to finishing,  
passing and dribbling. Programming for the 
advanced group is designed to develop com-
mitted young soccer players and to promote 
their love of the game.  The emphasis is 
on fun and enjoyment while preparing 
our players for the future challenges of 
the game. The curriculum provides an 
accelerated series of training sessions 
that enhances the player’s proficiency 
in technique and tactics. Players are also 
challenged through the combination of small-sided 
and 11v11 matches. Goalkeeper specific training is also included 
before joining field players in training and matches for game simulation. 

This camp is for kids who have lots of energy and 
want to learn all about vaulting and tumbling!  
Instruction is geared towards body control and  
campers will spend time on the floor exercise and 
vault as well as games and activities throughout  
the week.  The program focuses on building agility 
and flexibility training, which can be a springboard to 
improved athleticism in all sports. This is the perfect 
core segment for students who are developing  
coordination or interested in cheer as a future activity.

TUMBLING

SOCCER



HF KIDS INSTITUTE
SUMMER 2017 ENROLLMENT  

INFORMATION

Camp season dates ............................................................................... June 12th - August 11th***

General registration opens .................................................................... February 1st
Final Registration Deadline ................................................................... May 15th
Camp is closed Tuesday July 4th

SIBLING DISCOUNT: Households with multiple children attending the camp are eligible to receive a 6% discount off  
of the total weekly tuition. Tuition amounts do not include separate fees including deposits, lab fees, exploratory trips 
or extended care. This discount does not apply to scholarship recipients. 

RETURNING CAMPER: $50 per child 

DEPOSITS: A $250 non-refundable deposit will be collected during registration. Balances for all camp programs 
must be paid in full by May 15, 2017 in order to complete enrollment. We will not guarantee placement if balances 
are outstanding after that date. Deposits are nonrefundable and nontransferable to other Wiz Kids Sports Camps 
programs.

LATE PAYMENTS: Tuition accounts with outstanding balances after may 15th will be assessed a $100  
convenience fee (no exceptions). 

REFUND POLICY: All cancellations must be in writing and submitted to Wiz Sports Camps, LLC. If cancellation occurs 
anytime prior to April 1st, 100% of the payment (less the $250 deposit) will be refunded. If cancellation occurs 
anytime between April 2nd and May 1st, 40% of camp fees will be withheld. If cancellation occurs anytime after  
May 1st, 100% of all fees will be withheld.

REGISTER EARLY!!! REGISTER EARLY!!!! Thanks to your support, the popularity of the camp has grown. As a result, all  
of the available slots during our last five camp seasons have filled quickly. Early registration is highly recommended.

ALL APPLICANTS MUST REGISTER ONLINE AT:  
WWW.WIZKIDSCAMPS.COM

Tuition (HFHS District 233 residents & returning parents) .....................................................................$250 per week***

Tuition fee (out of district) ..........................................................................................$265 per week***

Enrollment fee for books, supplies and activities ......................................................$250 per child
8th grade, Montreal/Toronto Trip fee (includes flight, hotel, ground transport, meals and activities) ....$800 per child
7th grade, Philly/Washington D.C. Trip fee (includes flight, hotel, ground transport, meal and activities) ..$750 per child
Please note, campers who enroll in culinary arts will be assessed a separate lab fee for consumables.

Extended care options are available during registration
***Minimum 7-week enrollment

Q: For what grade should I register my child?
A: The grade your child will enter during the Fall of 2017

Q: Is extended care available?
A: Yes, the hours are from 7:00-7:45am and 5:30-6:15pm

Q: What happens on Friday?
A: Field trips and special events

Q: Are payment plans offered?
A:  Yes, there are several options to select from during registration,  

including weekly and monthly options.

Q: Do you offer lunch as a part of the program?
A:  No, we ask that campers bring a lunch daily; however, we do provide  

healthy snacks to participants during nonfield trip days.

Q: What if my child is only able to attend 7 or 8 weeks?
A:  Not a problem, during registration you are able to select the exact weeks  

that your camper will attend. 

Q: Do you conduct staff background checks?
A:  Yes, we feel this is a necessary precaution to keep kids in our  

programs safe. We run a full criminal history background check for every  
member of our staff.  The safety of campers is our number one priority.

Q: When do I need to select a core activity?
A:  To insure that your child’s preferred activity is available, please make  

the selection when you register.

Q: What are the student-to-staff ratios for the HFKI program?
A:  We have a classroom size limit of 20 students for each certified educator,  

and core activities have no more than a 10 to 1 student-to-staff ratio.

FAQ’S( )FREQUENTLY
ASKED 

QUESTIONS

22  |  WIZ KIDS SUMMER CAMP 2017 REGISTER AT WWW.WIZKIDSCAMPS.COM  |  23

T U I T I O N  &  F E E  S C H E D U L E

OTHER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE TO 9-WEEK REGISTRANTS

OTHER INFORMATION

I M P O R TA N T  DAT E S



IN COOPERATION WITH  
THE WIZ KIDS FOUNDATION 501 (C) (3) 

FOR MORE INFO
 CALL 708-799-9400

 OR VISIT WWW.WIZKIDSCAMPS.COM
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